
Open a lifetime of literacy & learning.

TEXAS

Accelerate Academic Success 
with Structured, Targeted 
Reading Intervention for 
Texas Middle School Students
EPS Reading Accelerator is a science of reading-aligned intervention solution 
that’s easy to implement, easy to use, and affordable. The evidence-based 
blended learning program maximizes student success with explicit teacher-
led instruction and an AI-driven Reading Assistant that features English and 
Spanish content and enables at-risk middle school readers to close the gap 
and progress rapidly toward grade-level reading.

RTI/MTSS 2 Print with Digital Support Middle School Small Group/Whole Class

badge-check
EPS Reading 
Accelerator 

advances at-risk 
and emergent 

bilingual learners 
toward reading 

proficiency in one 
year or less.
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EPS Reading Accelerator Provides a Simple, Sustainable, 
and Speedy Path to Grade-Level Reading for all Your 
Texas Middle School Students 
EPS Reading Accelerator focuses on building phonemic awareness, phonics, and fluency skills, and integrates 
vocabulary, comprehension, and background knowledge development in 108 concise, 5-step, structured-literacy 
lessons. By balancing soft-scripted instruction in small-group or whole-class settings, independent practice, and 
online assessment, students achieve accelerated, sustainable reading success.

Customized Professional Learning and Support

Independent 
Practice

Teacher-Directed 
Lessons

Automated 
Assessment 

EPS Reading Accelerator’s  
all-in-one, affordable  
intervention program includes:
✓ Teachers’ Guide features one-page plans with

step-by-step guidance for each of the 108,
20-minute lessons.

✓ Word & Letter Cards provide visual reinforcement
of letter-sound correspondences and
automaticity of frequently used words.

✓ Student Workbooks include dynamic graphics
and compelling, multicultural, age-appropriate
decodable passages, and engaging activities to
practice each of the 54 phonics skills covered in
two lessons each.

✓ EPS Reading Assistant provides an early literacy
diagnostic assessment, ongoing formative
assessment, and AI-driven adaptive reading
practice with in-the moment tutoring and
bilingual support in English and Spanish.

✓ Synchronous virtual teacher training that can be
completed in a single day in order to launch and
implement the program.
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Reading Accelerator Teacher’s Guide

Refer to the instructional routines indicated in each step to complete the lesson. 

20 Minutes

1. Sound Round 2 Minutes 

Add Initial Sound (Routine 1f) 
  Word List: ith + /p/ = pith; oth + /m/ = moth; in + /th/ = thin; enth + /t/ = tenth;  

ock + /sh/ = shock

Segment Onset and Rime (Routine 1c)
 Word List: than: /th/ an; bash: /b/ ash; thatch: /th/ atch; thin: /th/ in; wrath: /r/ ath

2. Rapid Round 5 Minutes 

Skill Review (Routine 2a); Letter Cards 6-1, 7-1, 8-1
Skill Introduction (Routine 2a); Letter Cards 9-1, 9-2
A digraph is two letters that work together to spell one sound. Today, we will focus on the  
th digraph that spells two slightly different sounds: voiced /th/ as in then and unvoiced  
/th/ as in thin. Say the words. Do you hear the difference? Write path on the board. Draw a  
swoop under th and underline a. Say the sounds and blend to read. Repeat with the words 
this and with.

3. Break and Build 3 Minutes 

Breaking Multisyllabic Words (Routine 3b)
 Word List: sub/ject, box/fish, in/sect, sand/lot, pump/kin

4. Push a Pencil 4 Minutes 

Word Dictation (Routine 4a)
 Word List: then, subset, with, thin, math

Sentence Dictation (Routine 4b)
 Sentence: That moth is in the bathtub.

5. Time for Texts 6 Minutes 

Partner Reading (Routine 5a)
 Workbook p. 35, What Can Beth Not Do?

Comprehension: Figurative Language (Routine 5b)
Have students complete the sentences using information from the passage. Explain how 
to complete the graphic organizer.
 Workbook pp. 36–37

LESSON 9B Consonant Digraph th
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Reading Accelerator Teacher’s Guide 37Lesson 9B

Refer to the instructional routines indicated in each step to complete the lesson. 

20 Minutes

LESSON 9B

1. Sound Round 2 Minutes 

Add Initial Sound (Routine 1f) 
 Word List: ith + /p/ = pith; oth + /m/ = moth; in + /th/ = thin; enth + /t/ = tenth;

ock + /sh/ = shock

Segment Onset and Rime (Routine 1c)
 Word List: than: /th/ an; bash: /b/ ash; thatch: /th/ atch; thin: /th/ in; wrath: /r/ ath

2. Rapid Round 3 Minutes 

Skill Review (Routine 2a); Letter Cards 6-1, 7-1, 8-1
Skill Introduction (Routine 2a); Letter Cards 9-1, 9-2
A digraph is two letters that work together to spell one sound. Today, we will focus on the 
th digraph that spells two slightly different sounds: voiced /th/ as in then and unvoiced 
/th/ as in thin. Say the words. Do you hear the difference? Write path on the board. Draw a 
swoop under th. Say the sounds as I point and blend. Repeat with thud and with.

3. Break and Build 5 Minutes 

Breaking Multisyllabic Words (Routine 3b)
 Word List: sub/ject, with/in, in/sect, sand/lot, pump/kin

4. Push a Pencil 5 Minutes 

Word Dictation (Routine 4a)
 Word List: then, subset, with, thin, math

Sentence Dictation (Routine 4b)
 Sentence: That moth is in the bathtub.

5. Time for Texts 5 Minutes 

Partner Reading (Routine 5a)
 Workbook p. 35, What Can Beth Not Do?

Comprehension: Figurative Language (Routine 5b)
Have students complete the sentences using information from the passage. Explain how 
to complete the graphic organizer.
 Workbook pp. 36–37

 Strategies for Multilingual Learners
Some students may benefit from additional instruction and practice with letter-sound 
correspondences that are not shared between English and other languages. Support 
students in spelling and distinguishing between the following sounds: /th/ as in thick and 
that, /d/, /f/, and /t/.

When possible, reinforce vocabulary in students’ home language(s). Spanish cognates 
include hipótesis (hypothesis), método (method), teoría (theory), and térmica/o (thermal).

 Reading Comprehension: Figurative Language
Explain to students that words and phrases have a literal meaning: the definition. Language 
can also have a figurative meaning when it is used to compare, to exaggerate, to represent a 
concept, or to draw attention to spoken sounds. Authors convey tone and mood, emphasize 
their perspective, and clarify abstract concepts with figurative language. Based on the 
author’s word choice, readers can create a mental image to build a better understanding of 
the text. 

Workbook A simile compares two things using the words like or as. Draw attention to 
figurative language in the passage. 

Write or Discuss Does Beth remind you of someone you know? How is she similar? How is she 
different?

 Vocabulary and Morphology Development: Retrieval
Vocabulary Triplets Draw a large triangle and write a vocabulary word at each point. Have 
students say or write a sentence on each side of the triangle using the two words at the 
connected points. Challenge students to say or write a sentence using all three words.

Suggested vocabulary: hypothesis, method, theory, therefore, thermal, weather

 Curriculum Connection and Extension
Several of the vocabulary words in this lesson relate to science content, specifically topics 
within the Earth and Human Activity disciplinary core idea. Engage students in discussions 
about the impact of human activity on Earth’s systems and the role of scientists in 
studying it. Model use of the terms hypothesis, thermal, and weather. Draw attention to the 
morphological structure of the words and point out related word forms (e.g., hypothetical, 
thermometer).

 Additional Opportunities for Independent Practice
Students should use Reading Assistant for additional independent practice and assessment. 
Optional: Assign any supplemental decodable readers.

?  Post-teaching Reflection
Did I provide adequate wait time to allow my students to process and answer questions?

LESSON 9B Consonant Digraph th
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EPS Reading Accelerator Maximizes Student 
Achievement for Emergent Bilingual Learners as They 
Progress Toward English Language Proficiency
Every lesson in the program includes support for emergent bilingual learners, so teachers can accelerate the 
impact of instruction, including a review of cognates and specific corrective feedback for Spanish speakers. 
Teaching strategies for bilingual readers focus on the positive transfer of phonic patterns from students’ home 
language as well as explicit support with unfamiliar sound-spelling patterns.

Reading Assistant’s advantages for Texas emergent bilingual learners: 
✓ Spanish-language screening—gauge dyslexia risk based on a student’s oral reading in English or Spanish.

✓ Spanish-language assessments—based on the proven, reliable and valid Tejas Lee assessment. Teachers
can track progress in English and Spanish and print reports for families in English or Spanish.

✓ Independent adaptive reading practice, micro-interventions and tutoring—delivered in English or Spanish:

• Include additional syllabic support in Spanish.

• Allow students to practice reading in English, Spanish, or both, and hear real-time feedback in Spanish
while they read in English.

• Follow science of reading guidelines that maximize success for all readers, including bilingual learners
and students with dyslexia.

Delivers personalized 
tutoring

Instantly 
reports

Immediately 
assesses

Listens to 
students read 

out loud
The AI-Driven Reading Assistant 
Provides Personalized Tutoring in 
English and Spanish
EPS Reading Assistant, Reading Accelerator’s 
independent digital practice companion uses voice 
recognition technology to provide personalized 
reading practice combined with real-time feedback 
and micro-interventions. With content in both English 
and Spanish, this powerful tool has been shown to 
double multilingual readers’ rate of progress in 
developing English language proficiency.

Research backing—with proven results from a DePaul University, Chicago study which found that English-
language learners in Chicago Public Schools who used Reading Assistant technology showed significant 
gains in fluency and word accuracy.

http://www.epslearning.com
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Contact Your EPS Learning Account Executive to learn more about  
EPS Reading Accelerator and our full suite of intervention solutions.
epslearning.com | 866.716.2820

Close the Student Achievement Gap for Your At-Risk 
and Bilingual Texas Middle School Readers with  
Simple, Sustainable Intervention

EPS Reading Accelerator’s advantages:

Swift, effective and flexible
Close the gap in one school 

year or as quickly as 11 weeks, 
depending on the pacing 

schedule educators choose.

Engaging and easy-to-use
Compelling, age-appropriate 

content keeps students engaged 
and rapidly accelerates student 

achievement.

Simple, sustainable 
and affordable

Prepare educators to teach  
the 5-step lessons and assess student 
progress with just one day of training 
in a program that’s as little as half the 

cost of similar offerings from large 
multi-subject publishers.
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