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Chief and the Mouse

Focus Concept: ie
pie

cried

die

dried

fried

lie

spied

ties

tried

Sight Words*

chief

brief
Chief
field
shielded
shrieked
thief

a, another, any, come, could, have, his, |, into, many,
mother, move, of, one, people, pull, put, said, some,
someone, sometimes, the, The, there, to, was, were,
where, who, would, you, your

*Sight words are nonpatterned or very low-patterned words of high frequency.
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In a little house, there was a pet cat
called Chief. For many years, cats have
helped people to catch small pests, like
rats. But Chief had never tried to catch
any small animals. He had no need for

that. His people fed him delightful cat
food each day.



Instead, Chief watched the field

mouse that sometimes went inside

the walls of his house. Chief spied on

the mouse when it snuck out to look

for food.
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In some ways, Chief was like the
mouse. He was a bit of a thief. He liked
— to take twist ties and play with them.

‘ When his people found the twist ties,

they picked them up and put them into
the trash can.
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So Chief always needed to find more
twist ties to play with. He wished he

could find a good spot to hide them so
his people would not find them.



One day, Chief was sleeping in the

kitchen. On the stove, yummy pancakes
were cooking. He heard the field mouse
come in just as the mother of the house
left the kitchen. That was a close call

for the mouse!



Chief watched the mouse come

out of the wall, hop up on the counter,
and then leap and run along the lip of

the stove.
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Then it happened. The mouse fell
right into the frying pan! He landed

on his feet on top of a pancake.



The mouse shrieked and tried to

scamper out, but he slid on the cooking
grease, which was hot. The mouse could

not move. The poor thing was about to

be fried!
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“Help!” cried another mouse, who
had just entered the kitchen. “Someone

please help him. I am afraid he will die.”
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So Chief acted quickly. It took just a

brief second for him to leap from his bed
to the stove, softly grab the mouse in his
mouth, and pull him off the pancake and
out of the pan.



Then Chief jumped onto the kitchen

bench and set the mouse softly on it.

He let him lie there to catch his breath.
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The other mouse said, “Thank you,

kind cat. We can never pay you back.”

11
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"The poor mouse lifted his head.
“Well,” he said, “I can tell you some
good spots where you can hide your
twist ties. I understand your people

keep finding them and putting them

in the trash.”

12
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“Yes!” said Chief. He was glad that
he had shielded the poor mouse from

being fried.
The mouse told him of some good
spots to hide the twist ties, so he no

longer had a problem.

13
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The lesson of this tale is this: One

good deed calls for another.
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Previously Taught Skills

Consonant Sounds
all consonants

sh (ship)

ch (chin)

th (this, thin)

wh (whisk)

ck (clock)

tch (catch)

ff (cliff)
I (will)
ss (miss)

qu (quilt)
Vse

Welded Sounds
ang (sang)

ing (ring)

ong (strong)

ung (stung)

ank (bank)

ink (wink)

onk (honk)

unk (trunk)

Syllable Patterns
open single syllables (so, he, fly)
closed syllable exceptions

(child, cold, find, post, roll)
twin-consonant syllable division
nontwin-consonant syllable division
consonant-le

Vowel Sounds
a (ax)

i (hit)

o (ox)

u (up)

e (bed)

al (ball)
wa (wasp)

a (lake)
i (bike)

o (rode)
u (tune)
e (Pete)

ay (spray)

ou (mound, cousin, doughnut, you)

ea (eat, bread, steak)

oa (goat)

ai (paint)

ee (sheep)

oo (food, cook)

igh (light)

Affixes

suffix -ed (melted, smelled, winked)

suffixes -s, -es, -ing, -er, -est, -en,
-ish, -ly, -y, -ful, -ness, -less

suffix -age (package)

prefix a- (alike)
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Kenny’s Visit
ea (eat, bread, steak)
The Castle
Consonant -le
Mick and Granddad’s Doughnuts
oa (goat)
Brother? Sister?
ai (paint)

A Job at the Ranch
ee (sheep)

The Best Gift
ee (sheep)
The Campers
oo (food, cook)
Free!

oo (food, cook)

Night Flight
igh (light)

' Chief and the Mouse
ie (pie, chiel)
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