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Unit 4 Skill Focus: Drawing Conclusions/Predicting Outcomes

Unit 4 Theme: Fables
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you COULD $AY Aunt Gwen
started it all.

At our annual family picnic, she
announced that Daisy was going to

have puppies.

She said, “If I can find some
nice families, Daisy’s puppies will
make perfect holiday presents.”

N

Tim and I looked at each other,
and we both thought the same thing.
Could there possibly be a nicer
family than ours?

So Tim and I decided we would
get a puppy. But there was a
problem—two problems, really.

Mom and Dad.

&=

We told Aunt Gwen to pick out
the best puppy and save it for us.

She said, “Is this all right with
your parents?”

I said, “We haven’t asked yet,
but I know they’ll say yes.”

Aunt Gwen raised
one eyebrow. “Well,”
she said, “I’ll pick you
out a puppy. And I’ll
hold it for you. But
your mom and dad
must say it’s all right.”
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Then we tried crying. “We just

(sniff) really (sniff), really (sniff),
really want a puppy (sniff, sniff).”

With the help of cut-up onions,
Tim and I cried real tears.

Onions are awful, so we only
did that a few times.

First we tried begging. “Can we

pleeececeeeeceeeeceeease have one
of Daisy’s puppies? PLEEEEEEEEE-
EEEASE??”

We did that for about three days.
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Then we decided to show Mom
and Dad that we could take care of
our new dog.

Tim played the part of the
puppy, and I played the part of the
new dog owner.

I took the puppy for a walk,
and I fed the puppy in the kitchen.

I even taught the puppy to bring
Mom the newspaper, and to sit up
and beg Dad for a treat.

And after a good laugh, Mom
and Dad finally said . . . YES!

Our own puppy!

We called Aunt Gwen to tell
her the good news, and she was
excited, too.

Y
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About two weeks later, a huge
box arrived at our house. Inside
were forty-eight rolls of paper
towels and a note.

May 3 2005 @)

Dear Tim and Juliana,

Soon you will learn why
they say that a dog is man’s
best friend. You will also learn
why these paper towels are
man’s second-best friend.

You will find them useful for
cleaning up things like mud,
slobber, and food drips—and
that’s the pleasant stuff.

This little box will last you
a few weeks. Probably.

With love,
Aunt Gwen

VE

Tim laughed and laughed. So did L.
But then I looked over at Mom and

Dad.

They weren’t laughing. Not even

a little bit.

Graphic Organizer and Questions

1. How do you know that Aunt Gwen has taken
care of dogs before?

2. Do you think Tim and Juliana realize how
hard it will be to take care of the puppy? Find
details in the text to support your answer.

3. What if Tim and Juliana were about to get a
kitten? Rewrite one of Aunt Gwen'’s letters so
it describes how to prepare for a new kitten.

4. Copy the chart below. Fill in the possible
problems with caring for each pet.

Pet Possible Problems

bird

horse

rabbit

turtle

Drawing Conclusions/
Predicting Outcomes
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