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How does Trish and Jo's discovery in the attic
bring their family together?

el

i i rT |
Bl e e

by Linda Strachan

ilustrated bﬂ Debbie Mourtzios

‘rwwwyoe
e ol

EDUCATORS PUBLISHING SERVICE
Cambridge and Toronto

Note: These pages have been modified for ease of viewing and downloading. Actual size of reader: 5 in. x 8.25 in.

www.epsbooks.com/MakingConnections 2



M@D@ﬁ[ﬁ]@ CoOMNECTEI®MS™ Comprehension Library

The Astonishing Book

e b b
o

Lo e i b

Note: These pages have been modified for ease of viewing and downloading. Actual size of reader: 5 in. x 8.25 in.

el e il

Published edition copyright © 2006 Educators Publishing Service, a division
of School Specialty Publishing, a member of the School Specialty Family

Text copyright © 2006 Linda Strachan.

Series Authors: Kay Kovalevs and Alison Dewsbury

Series Consultant: Melinda Rice

Commissioning Editors: Sarah Russell, Bonnie Lass,

and Sethany Rancier Alongi

Senior Editorial Manager: Sheila Neylon

Text by Linda Strachan

Illustrated by Debbie Mourtzios

Edited by Janet Mau, Elissa Gershowitz, Stacey Nichols Kim,
and Laura A. Woollett

Designed by Colby Heppéll

Making C ions program ped by Publishing
Service, a division of School Specialty Publishing and by Harcourt
Education, a division of Reed International Books Australia Pty Ltd

All rights reserved. No part of this book may be reproduced
or utilized in any form or by any electronic or mechanical means,
including photocopying, without permission in writing from

the publisher.

ISBN 0-8388-3335-7

2010 2009 2008 2007 2006
10987654321

Printed in China

4T

[ b et Tl b AR

LA A A E vl b b ]
Ly

Contents

CHAPTER ONE
The Attic
page 5
CHAPTER TWO
A Carved Wooden Box
page 10

CHAPTER THREE
The Book
page 16
CHAPTER FOUR
Awkward Questions
page 22
CHAPTER FIVE
What Does Jennifer Know?
page 27
CHAPTER SIX
At the Historical Society
page 31
CHAPTER SEVEN

Jennifer’s Treasure
page 37

G b b b BFN | e A T |
ol ol g T e e i d

rYww n rwwwyYLa

Pl aaa t e el ald

The attic door creaked as Trish pushed
it open. It was dark inside, and she had
forgotten to bring a flashlight. Trish hated
the dark, dust, and smell of attics. She had
only agreed to go up there with her twin
sister, Jo, because there was nothing else
to do—except help their stepmother,
Jennifer, get settled into their new house.

The girls were tired of unpacking. There
were too many heavy boxes of books, most
of them Jennifer’s. Jennifer was an artist who
restored old books. People brought her their
books and paid her to clean them up and
rebind them so they looked like new. Trish
and Jo thought Jennifer’s job was really cool
until they had to lug all the heavy boxes of
books around and help her unpack them.
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b | Earlier in the day, Jennifer had asked if
: : they could help her around the house. She
B was always trying to be their friend.

_'- | “Do you want to help me choose a color

to paint the dining room?” Jennifer asked.
“Pm going to pick up the book of colors at
the store later.”

Note: These pages have been modified for ease of viewing and downloading. Actual size of reader: 5 in. x 8.25 in.

P ET LIS
Baa s

rYwwioa
ol il 4

“Yeah, whatever,” Trish sighed.
It wasn’t that Trish didn’t like Jennifer.
She just didn’t know her very well yet. It had
only been Trish, Jo, and Dad for such a long
time. It was kind of weird to have someone

else around. And Jennifer worked from
home, which meant she was around a lot.

The house was really Jennifer’s idea. She
had grown up in this town and remembered
the house from her childhood. A friend of
hers, Maggie Dalton, had lived in the house
with her parents and brothers.

When they were girls, Jennifer and
Maggie spent hours playing together in the
big backyard and under the eves of the attic.
Jennifer had fond memories of the house.

The Daltons had moved away a long time
ago, and other families had moved in and out
over the years. Jennifer always kept her eye
on the house to see when it came up for sale.
This time, she and Dad had decided to buy
it, so here they all were.

Jennifer and Dad were excited about the
new house. However, Trish and Jo were sad
about leaving all their friends and worried
about making new ones. There were a lot of
changes all at once. At least the girls knew
they had each other.
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Graphic Organizer and Questions

1. Why do you think the girls want to surprise
Dad and Jennifer with their find?

2. Fillin the web with the information
gathered by Trish and Jo that leads them to
the conclusion that Jennifer is the creator
of the astonishing book.

Jennifer's
friend used
B . >
to live in the
house.
Conclusion: Cause and Effect
Jennifer is the
~
creator of the
astonishing book.

3. Try your hand at making your own
illuminated manuscript. Using a sheet of
blank paper, draw a decorative border and
even small illustrations. Use the design
of The Astonishing Book as an example.
Leave space in the middle of the page for

&-333
the text—you can include a short story or ‘
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poem in this space if you like!
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