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Unit 4 Skill Focus: Compare and Contrast
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Skill Focus—Compare and Contrast

How are bats and birds alike?

Carlsbad

Cavern

by Moira Anderson
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Introduction

Every year, thousands of people

visit Carlsbad Cavern in New Mexico.
_ _ Carlsbad Cavern is one of the world’s
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Visitors at Carlsbad Cavern

Mexican free-tailed bat

The inside of Carlsbad Cavern sharing this home since 1966, when
Bats and birds don’t normally live the first cave swallows arrived at
together. However, every summer, Carlsbad Cavern. To know why this is
cave swallows and Mexican free-tailed unusual, we need to learn more about
bats make Carlsbad Cavern their home. bats and birds.
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What Do Bats
and Birds Look Like?

Bats have furry bodies with short legs
and feet. Some bats have weak legs
and don't use them to walk. But all
bats use their legs and feet to hang
from branches and rocks. Each foot
has five toes

and claws that

help them to

grip when they
are hanging
upside down.

A fruit bat
hanging upside
down to rest

Graphic Organizer and Questions

1. Draw a Venn diagram like the one below.
Fill in facts about bats in the circle on the
left. Fill in facts about birds in the circle
on the right. Write how they are the same
in the middle.

Bats
and Birds

2. Why do bats and birds travel to Carlsbad
Cavern?

3. Name three things that bats eat and three
things that birds eat.

4. \Would you like to visit Carlsbad Cavern?
Why?

Birds’ bodies are covered with
feathers. Like bats, they have legs and
feet. Birds use them to walk or hop
along. Most birds have only four toes
with claws. Like bats, many birds have
short legs. But birds that are fast
runners or wade through water have
long legs.

Birds can have
long or short legs.
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